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This lesson involves comparing the lives of members and non-members of a Fairtrade farming collective, 
completing a comparison chart, and role-playing conversations between them.  
 
The lesson takes about 1 hour in total. 
 
What you’ll need 
 
• ‘Cocoa people’ photos: view on screen, or use Pa Pa Paa photo pack. 
• ‘Cocoa people profiles’ handout: print 5 copies, cut out profiles.  
• ‘Comparison chart’ handout: print 5 copies. 
• ‘Role play cards’ handout: print 15 copies, cards cut out. 
 

Starter (5 minutes) 

 
Introduce your students to the cocoa people by showing them the Powerpoint presentation 
on screen, or use the photos from the Pa Pa Paa photo pack. 
 
Establish that they are all real people at the beginning of the chocolate journey. They live in 
Mim village, or nearby, and some belong to the Ghanaian co-operative Kuapa Kokoo, which 
means ‘good cocoa farmers’. 

 

Main activity (40 minutes) 

 
1) Cocoa people (25 minutes) 
 
Explain that Kuapa Kokoo is an organisation that brings many benefits to the farmers that 
belong to it. We are going to work together to find out what these benefits are by hearing 
from the six cocoa people what they have to say. 
 
Divide the class into groups of six and give each group a set of the character cards from the 
‘cocoa people profiles’ handout, and a copy of the ‘comparison chart’ handout. 
 
Each student should take a character card. Ask them to read the card quietly to themselves 
and put up their hand if there is anything they don’t understand or cannot read. 
 
When everyone has read their cards, ask the group to work together to fill in the comparison 
chart, based on what their characters have said. 
 
2) Joining a Fairtrade co-operative roleplay (15 minutes) 

 
Get the students into pairs. Give each pair a set of the role play cards: one each. 
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Explain that they are going to roleplay a conversation in which a Kuapa Kokoo farmer, 
Kwaku Owusu, is trying to persuade a non-Kuapa Kokoo farmer, Opanin Gyimah, to join the 
Kuapa Kokoo co-operative. 
 
Students should spend a few minutes reading their role play cards before starting. In pairs, 
they should then roleplay the conversation. 
 

Plenary (10 minutes) 

 
Run through the comparison chart together to check that students have picked up the right 
information. What kind of farmer would they prefer to be? Can they see how Fairtrade 
benefits cocoa farmers and their communities?  
 

 
 
 

Teachers notes for comparison chart 
 
 
 

KUAPA KOKOO FARMER FARMER NOT A KUAPA KOKOO 
MEMBER 

Who buys the beans? Farmers sell some of their cocoa to 
companies that make Fairtrade 
chocolate. 

Farmers sell all their cocoa for use 
in ordinary chocolate 

Do the farmers receive 
any help with products 
and equipment needed 
on cocoa farms? 

The Kuapa Kokoo village societies 
can help farmers when times are 
hard or things go wrong. They do 
this because they all work together. 
Farmers club together to buy tools, 
pesticide sprays and fertilisers, so 
they can get them more cheaply. 
Kuapa also helps them to use 
natural sprays to protect their trees, 
which are better for the 
environment and the farmers. 

There’s often nobody to help 
farmers out during hard times and if 
things go wrong, they are on their 
own. Farmers have to buy things for 
their farms like pesticides and 
fertilisers in small quantities so they 
cost a lot. 

Is there a membership fee 
to pay? 

Every year, farmers have to pay a 
membership fee to the Kuapa 
Kokoo co-operative. 

Farmers don’t have a regular 
membership fee to pay to any co-
operative, as they don’t belong to 
one.  

Are farmers paid a good 
price? 

The price paid to Kuapa Kokoo co-
operative by Fairtrade chocolate 
companies never falls below 
$2,000 per tonne. If the world price 

The market price of cocoa goes up 
and down wildly, making it 
impossible for farmers to know how 
much they will receive and plan.  
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KUAPA KOKOO FARMER FARMER NOT A KUAPA KOKOO 
MEMBER 

ever goes above $2,000 per tonne, 
the Fairtrade price equals the world 
price + an extra $200 per tonne. 

Between 1998 and 2000, the price 
almost halved (from $1236 per 
tonne dropping to $672 per tonne). 

Are farmers cheated? Kuapa Kokoo own and check their 
own weighing scales to make sure 
they are correct. 

Farmers are sometimes paid less 
than they should be because 
weighing scales are fixed to show 
the wrong weight. 

Are the farmers paid on 
time so they can easily 
spend their money? 

Kuapa farmers get paid in cash or 
by cheque which they can always 
change for cash in a local bank. 

Farmers are sometimes paid with 
cheques that they can’t cash easily. 
Sometimes the local company who 
bought their cocoa doesn’t really 
have the money to pay them. 

Do the farmers have a 
say in how things are 
run? 

Farmers have a say in how Kuapa 
Kokoo is run. The company cares 
about what is good for the farmers. 
The people who work for Kuapa 
Kokoo are trained to listen to the 
farmers’ opinions and take them 
seriously. Farmers have to go to 
meetings in the evening and take 
part in their village co-operative 
society to make it work. 

Farmers don’t have a say in how the 
companies who buy their beans are 
run. Farmers can’t complain if they 
feel they’re not being treated well. 
The companies are more interested 
in cocoa than the everyday lives of 
the farmers. Farmers just sell their 
cocoa. They don’t have other duties 
such as going to meetings after a 
long day’s work. 

Do the farmers benefit 
from any training and 
education? 

Kuapa Kokoo offers its farmers 
training and education, particularly 
women farmers who are often the 
poorest. 

There are no education or training 
opportunities. 

Is any money spent on 
projects to help the 
community? 

Kuapa Kokoo gets paid $200 a 
tonne extra for its beans by 
Fairtrade chocolate companies, to 
spend on community projects like 
building new drinking water wells 
and toilets. The farmers decide 
how this is spent. 

Farmers don’t get anything extra to 
spend on community projects, such 
as new drinking water wells, when 
they sell their beans. 
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